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As technology becomes increasingly central to our 
society and con  nues to evolve at an accelera  ng pace, 
a solid grounding in the STEM subjects is becoming 
increasingly cri  cal to success in most facets of life.  
This accelera  on of technology is also resul  ng in an 
ever broadening range of exci  ng STEM related career 
opportuni  es.  It is diffi  cult for students, parents, and 
educators to keep abreast of these changes so that 
parents and educators can help represent op  ons and 
so students are posi  oned to make informed career 
decisions.  To help address this challenge, Mark Abbo   
will share his broad perspec  ve on STEM related 
opportuni  es by drawing on his twenty years of 
personal experience in the engineering fi eld and last 
two years working with a diverse group of leaders/
organiza  ons to consider the future of the engineering 

profession.  We will explore ques  ons like: 

Science,Science,  
Technology,Technology,                    

Engineering  Engineering  and  and  

Math!Math!

Demystifying STEM

Mark Abbo   currently serves as por  olio manager of Engineer’s Without 
Borders’ (EWB’s) Engineering Leadership work and the “Animator” of the 
Engineering Change Lab, which is a pla  orm for collabora  on to allow individuals 
and organiza  ons from across the profession to take ac  on to address the 
systemic challenges (i.e. ethics failures, lack of diversity, and low levels of 
innova  on) that have been holding back the profession’s full poten  al.  The Core 
Lab Team (which will be convening at this conference!) consists of 40 senior 
leaders (CEOs, VPs, Deans, Directors) each represen  ng diff erent organiza  ons 
from across the engineering profession. Previously, Mark served as a member 
of the Execu  ve Team at Engineers Without Borders for several years.  Before 
joining EWB full  me in 2011, Mark spent fourteen years working for a heavy 
industrial consul  ng engineering fi rm based in Vancouver.  During this period, 
he also volunteered for six years with EWB’s  Vancouver Professional chapter 

and he was one of the founding members of Fair Trade Vancouver.  
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• How do Science , Technology, Engineering, and 
Math relate in the classroom and in the real 
world?  

• What are the associated careers and how can 
I choose between them?  

• What broader trends in STEM and society 
should we be aware of?


